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Overview

• GeoPortals
• GII and user needs
• Licensing in the Netherlands
• Creative Commons
• Conclusions
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Space for Geo-information Program
GeoPortal Network:
• Mission: 

“To deliver a sustainable contribution to solving spatial 
challenges in The Netherlands by realising an open 
infrastructure for the exchange of geo-information”

• Motto:
“Be able to find and be allowed to use”
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Space for geo-information: 
Main GeoPortal Network objective

• The creation of a framework that allows easy and 
transparent access from technological, informational, 
financial, organisational and legal perspectives

• Objective of legal / organisational part:
to increase the transparency and accessibility, 
especially for (re-)use of government-owned geo-
information
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User needs

• Transparency of access policies 
• Consistency in the access policies throughout different 

levels of government and agencies
• Differences in pricing, use restrictions, liability regimes 

may result in confusion and ultimately limited use of 
the dataset
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The Netherlands

Most of GI is government-owned and maintained, 
however 

• Transparency of access policies?
• Consistency of access policies?

Is it possible to have one single access policy for all 
levels of government (without putting the different 
interest of the information producers at risk)?
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Review of licenses for public GI in NL

• Common conditions:
• non-exclusive user right;
• Adaptation of the information allowed provided 

derivatives are clearly credited
• Transfer to a third party not allowed without prior 

consent
• Indemnification against any claims due to supply 

and / or use of the information
• General (non-specific) financial provisions
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Common conditions, but

• worded differently (ranging from simple language to 
complex legal terminology) 

• different pricing policies (ranging from free to full cost 
recovery)
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Creative Commons

• A non-profit organisation founded in USA to deal with 
copyright issues

• Offers flexible copyright licences for creative works
• Voluntary “some rights reserved” approach
• Six standard licences a licensor can use to make a 

work available to third parties
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Creative Commons

• A licence is selected on-line by answering a few simple 
questions:
• is commercial use of the work allowed?
• is modification of the work allowed?

• if yes: Should the derivative product be made 
available to third parties under the same licence 
conditions?

• Attribution is required under all circumstances
• License is valid for duration of copyright
• Each licence appears in three versions (layman, legal, 

machine readable)
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Creative Commons Licensing structure
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Creative Commons and GI in NL

• Match for most use restrictions
• Exceptions are:

• Transfer of data to third party without prior consent
• (Re-)use of data without charges
• “Indefinite” license instead fixed-term license
• No signed formal agreements, no tracing of use
• Pricing policies
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Creative Commons Licensing structure
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Extending the CC concept (XCC)

No charge is being made

Price reflects marginal cost of dissemination

Price is based on partial cost recovery

Price is based on full cost recovery

Price includes full cost recovery plus a 
reasonable return on investment

  €   
FREE   

  €   
MC   

  €   
PCR   

  €   
FCR   

  €   
FCR+ 
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Future steps

• Further development of the incorporation of license 
fees in the XCC model

• Testing the applicability of the complete model in 
practice
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Conclusion

Is it possible to have one single access policy for all 
levels of government (without putting the different 
interest of the information producers at risk)?

No, but application of a creative commons approach to 
(public) geo-information increases the transparency and 
consistency of current access policies
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However, 

Transparency and consistency issues may be sufficiently 
addressed by the XCC-concept, but this is only a tiny step 
in satisfying (value-added) user needs
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