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D2.6     Methodology for the development 
of data specifications

• proposed by the 
INSPIRE Drafting Team Data Specifications

• based on guidelines from OGC 
and results of the RISE project

• version 2.0 has passed review 
by SDICs and LMOs (1148 comments)

• Guideline for the
INSPIRE Thematic Working Groups (TWGs)
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Step 1:
Use Case Development

responsibility of the 
Consolidation Team

Major sources are: 
• European environmental policies
• user requirements survey
• SDIC/LMO reference material
• studies by JRC and EuroStat,
• EU-funded initiatives and 

projects
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Step 2:
Identification of 
user requirements and
spatial object types
responsibility of the TWG

The TWG should identify requirements on
• the data content
• the level of detail,
• relationships between objects,
• data consistency,
• updating and temporal dimension of data,
• unique identifiers,
• metadata for evaluation,
• data quality

Results:
- Use case descriptions
- list of spatial object types
- „first-cut“ application schema



Results:
- Use case descriptions
- list of spatial object types
- „first-cut“ application schema

Step 2:
Identification of 
user requirements and
spatial object types

Use case diagram
Data requirements
(checklist)



Results:
- Use case descriptions
- list of spatial object types
- „first-cut“ application schema

proposed entries to the Feature Concept Dictionary

Step 2:
Identification of 
user requirements and
spatial object types
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Step 3:
As-is analysis

responsibility of the TWG

Analyse the current situation 
regarding spatial data sets for the 
theme, based on: 
• the reference material

submitted by SDICs + LMOs, 
• existing internationally 

standardised data specifications

Result documented 
in checklist
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Step 4:
Gap analysis

Compare 
identified data sources at the 
Member States  

with
identified user requirements and 
draft INSPIRE data specifications

Responsible party: TWG

Recital 16:  No excessive costs 
to Member States!   

Article 4(2): No collection of new
data!

consider:
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Step 4:
Gap analysis
Responsible party: TWG

feasible ?   Yes:  Step 5
No: Step 1 or 2

Recital 16:  No excessive costs 
to Member States   

Article 4(2): No collection of new
data!

consider:

Compare 
identified data sources at the 
Member States  

with
identified user requirements and 
draft INSPIRE data specifications
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Step 5:
Data specification 
development

Responsible party: TWG

Result:
Data product specification
with application schema

The INSPIRE data 
specifications must be 
designed to ensure easy 
mapping between existing 
data and the harmonised 
data specification.



Result:
Data product specification
with application schema

Step 5:
Data specification 
development
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Step 6:
Implementation, 
test and validation, 
cost-benefit considerations

responsibility of the 
Consolidation Team.

• review by CT, DT DS, EIONET
• review by SDICs and LMOs
• Test under real world conditions

(by selected projects, SDICs and LMOs)

• costs and  benefits 
as required by Article 7(2) of the Directive

O.K. ?
Yes: forward to Committee 
No: back to any previous step
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Roadmap

• review by 
CT, DT DS, EIONET

• SDICs and LMOs
• Testing 
• cost & benefit study 

Adoption by the Committee

Feb 2008

June

Jan 2009

May

Oct

Nov

Feb

Dec

• tight schedule
• dependencies between themes
• as-is analysis and gap analysis
might not cover all Member States

SDICs, LMOs and
National Contact Points:
get prepared 
for review and testing 
in winter 2008/2009 !

Risks


