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Content

• Background:
– E-GIS project 2002-2006
– eGIS+ project 2007- 2009

• Challenges for the GIS society early 2008
– Selling our sector and our products
– Teaching ”the world”

• Searching partners / volunteers for course 
development

• NOT COVERED: 
– INSPIRE implementation
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E-GIS (2002 – 2006)
Partners:
• Bulgaria: 

– Forest Research Institute, Sofia
• Lithuania: 

– Vilnius Gedimino Technikos Universitetas
• Netherlands: 

– International Institute for Geo-Information 
Science and Earth Observation

• Norway: 
– Gjøvik University College
– Nettskolen AS
– Geolok

• Portugal: 
– Institituto Engenharia de Estrudas, 

Territorio e Construcao
• Sweden: 

– Lund University, 
– Swedish Development Council for Land

Information, 
– LUVIT AB
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E-GIS 2002 – 2006 Results
• Establish competent networks in Europe
• One-year net based GIS Course

Main content of
• LUMA-GIS Master program 

at Lund University, Sweden
• eGIS One year further 

education in GIS, Gjøvik
Norway
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Example 1 – E-GIS course
presentation
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Example 2 – E-GIS course
presentation
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E-GIS 2002 – 2006 Experiences

• Course development
– Presentation of material as text, audio, video and interactive material 

considered positive
– Challenge to avoid course overload as all partners want their own 

specialities presented.
– EU-standard for course work load (ECTS) well known
– EU-standard for student grading (the A to F grading) not widely used

• Test students:
– Considerable dropout rate : 

• 139 of 402 registered students completed
• 263 of the 402 students never handed in anything
• Main reasons:

– Underestimated required time for completing
– Coursed free of charge
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eGIS+ (2007 – 2009)

• Same partners as for E-GIS, extended with
– UN/GRID, Warsaw, Poland
– University o Partas, Greece
– Mapping Authorities in Sweden and Norway

• Goals:
– Adopt selected E-GIS coursed to a wider user group
– Produce two new courses:

• INSPIRE
• Open Source

– Set up a web site with
• Short courses (2 hours - 2 days)
• GIS Information and application examples

• Budget: 
– Total 386.630 €, 
– Leonardo da Vinci funding: 250.000 €
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INSPIRE Main areas

• Metadata (Chapter II)
• Interoperability (Chapter III)
• Network Services (Chapter IV)
• Data-sharing (Chapter V)
• Coordination (Chapter VI)
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INSPIRE Products (Chap IV / Art 11)

a)discovery services
b)view services
c)download services
d)transformation services
e)invoking services
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Challenges for Spatial Information 
Community

• Major progress already seen: 
– Technical solutions for establishing a Spatial Data Infrastructure 

for bringing spatial information to the users
– As technical solutions make progress, the ambitions of what we 

want to solve also increase (e.g. reduced requirements to user 
skills)

• Work started up to solve:
– Implementation rules
– Economical and juridical framework for data providers 

contributing to the SDI
• Work not initiated yet: 

– Teaching users to have maximum benefit from a SDI
– Recruiting young people to enter into the ”geomatics world”
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SDI Slogan 
(Norwegian?)

• The new users
– Who are they?
– Where are they?

– How do they want the information we are 
ready to give them?

More spatial information 
to new users 

using new technology
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What makes ISPIRE a success?

• Finding/developing technical solutions

• Establishing a common European SDI useful for public 
authorities

• Creating basis for eCommerce
– re-use of public sector information

• Success for “third-parties” (traders) offering Adding-value 
services

• The public find the SDI-based services useful
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Authorities 

deciding 

the rules

Education needs met by 
eGIS+

SDI Actors

Data owners / providers

Users / ”Public”

Information traders
• SDI Principles

• Advanced Spatial Data 
Handling

• (Open Source) Software

• Awareness

• General Web Use

• Basic Spatial Data Handling

• Professional SDI’ers are all ”up 
to date” True?
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eGIS+ Planned Products

• for Data Owners/Providers: 
– None

• for Traders:
– 3 ECTS OpenSource
– 3 ECTS INSPIRE/SDI
– 3 ECTS GIS Intro

• for the Public / the Authorities:
– Spatial Information Awareness Web Site
– Short teasers (two minutes / two hours / two days)
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Inspire module (3 ECTS) 
Planned content (version 0.1)

• Part 1 – Introduction
– Lecture 1: Introduction to SDI
– Lecture 2: Examples of national SDIs
– Lecture 3: Inspire

• Part 2 – Law and standards
– Lecture 4: Laws and organizational issues 
– Lecture 5: ISO Standards in connection to SDI 

• Part 3 – Geographic data
– Lecture 6: European and global databases
– Lecture 7: Distribution of geographic data – metadata and geoportals. 

• Exercises
– Writing a report that describes the current SDI situation in the student’s home country and 

the relationship between this national SDI and Inspire.

• Literature
– Building European Spatial Data Infrastructure, by Ian Masser (2007), 90 pages 
– Web resources such as Inspire website 

• Responsible person: 
– Lars Harrie, Lund University
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eGIS+ web site

• http://www.e-gis.org

• For interested ”partners”:
• Please participate in the Guest Forum on http://www.e-gis.org


