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Appendix A 
Glossary 

 

Aarhus Convention: UN ECE Convention on access to information and 
other rights in environmental matters adopted in 1998. The EU and all 
Member States have signed it. 

Access / View / Download / Reuse: Access is the process of connecting a 
user with the data set to be used. Viewing is the ability to see, either in hard 
copy or onscreen, a portrayal of data and information which has been 
accessed in its original form but which may be presented differently (e.g. in 
map format). Download is the electronic transfer of data or information from 
a source computer to the user’s computer so that they may be managed 
locally. Re-use implies the commercial or non-commercial utilisation of data 
or information for the benefit of third parties. 

AGILE: is the Association of Geographic Information Laboratories for 
Europe: http://www.agile-online.org/  

Architecture: The models, standards, technologies, specifications and 
procedures used to represent, transform and generally accommodate the 
integration, maintenance and use of information in digital format. 

CAGI is the Czech Association for Geoinformation:  http://www.cagi.cz/  

Catalog, Catalogue 
Structured information designed to locate geospatial data based on their 
characteristics expressed in metadata. Catalog services (also called 
clearinghouse) are services designed to help users of application software to 
find information that exists anywhere in a distributed computing environment. 

CEECs  are the Central and Easter European Countries 

CORINE Coordination of information on the environment 

  http://terrestrial.eionet.eu.int/CLC2000  

Directive / Regulation: In broad EU Framework, a Directive sets out the 
objectives which it requires Member States to achieve, but leaves the detail of 
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how this should be done to the Member States. A Regulation specifies both 
the objective and the means 

EC: European Commission http://europa.eu.int/comm/index_en.htm   

e-Services are network-resident processing services. They have software 
interfaces that enable diverse applications with conforming interfaces to reach 
across the network and programmatically “bind” or couple with the services, 
almost as if they were subroutines residing on the same computer with the 
application. Both registries and GeoPortals (see below) depend on e-services. 
E-services on the Web are commonly called Web Services.  

ETeMII European Territorial Management Information Infrastructure  

  http://www.ec-gis.org/etemii  

EU  European Union 

Euro area The collective group of countries which use the Euro as their 
common currency.  www.ecb.int  

FIG  International Federation of Surveyors www.fig.net  

GeoPortal is an assembly of components that provides a community-wide, 
Web-based access point to distributed data and processing resources, 
including, for example, registries. A portal often serves a specific community, 
but it may use a generic user interface that other communities can adapt. A 
portal usually offers personalised or customised views of some kind.  

GI  Geographic Information 

GI(T)  Geographic Information and Geographic Information 
Technologies 

GMES 
Global Monitoring for Environment and Security, an EC initiative associated 
both with INSPIRE and the European Space Agency. 

ICT  Information and Communication Technologies 

IDA  Interchange of Data between Administrations 
http://www.europa.eu.int/ISPO/ida/  

INSPIRE INfrastructure for SPatial InfoRmation in Europe 

  http://www.ec-gis.org/inspire/  

Interoperability 
The ability of two or more systems to operate in conjunction with each other; 
the coherent exchange of information and services between systems. 
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ISO: The International Organisation for Standards. A world-wide federation 
of national standards bodies. The ISO Technical Committee 211 (ISO TC211) 
is responsible for GI matters, standards for which are numbered from 19nnn. 
http://www.isotc211.org/  

ISPA  Instrument for Structural Policies for Pre-Accession 

  http://europa.eu.int/comm/regional_policy/funds/ispa/ispa_en.htm  

IT  Information Technology 

Licence, licensing: Agreement on the terms and conditions under which data 
and information that are the subject of IPR may be supplied and used. May be 
explicit and formal or implicit and informal. 

 

Metadata is data about data or data about e-services. Metadata that describes 
spatial data includes detailed information about when a set of this data was 
collected, how it was collected and what naming schema was used in naming 
geographic features. Service metadata includes detailed information about 
what processing an e-service can provide and information about the details of 
the interface by which the service can be invoked and used. 

NGO: Non-governmental organisation 

NLPG  National Land and Property Gazetteer 

Portal: A portal is a website that gives selected and evaluated links to other 
websites. 

PPP  Public Private Partnership 

PSI  Public Sector Information 

NSDIs  National Spatial Data Infrastructures 

Registries are essentially the same as catalogues. They help users or 
application software to find and use data or e-services existing anywhere in a 
distributed computing environment.  

SABE  Seamless Administrative Boundaries of Europe 

http://www.eurogeographics.org/Projects/SABE/SABE2001/SABE_EN.htm  

SAPARD the Special Accession programme for Agriculture and rural 
development. 

  http://europa.eu.int/comm/enlargement/pas/sapard.htm  

SDI  Spatial Data Infrastructure 
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Standards: Documented agreements containing technical specifications or 
other precise criteria to be used consistently as rules, guidelines or definitions 
of characteristics to ensure that materials, products, processes and services are 
fit for their purpose. 

Subsidiarity: A principle intended to ensure that decisions are taken as 
closely as possible to those most affected by them. 

UDMS  Urban Data Management Society  http://www.udms.net/ 
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Appendix B 
Selection of EU Legislation with a Strong 
Spatial Impact 

 

Directives and Decisions 

•Council Directive 79/409/EEC on the conservation of wild birds 

•Council Directive 90/313/EEC on the freedom of access to information on 
the environment 

•Council Directive 91/676/EEC concerning the protection of waters against 
pollution caused by nitrates from agricultural sources 

•Council Directive 92/43/EEC on the conservation of natural habitats and of 
wild fauna and flora 

•Decision No 1692/96/EC on Community guidelines for the development of 
the trans-European transport network 

•Council Regulation (EC) No 1638/98 amending Regulation No 136/66/EEC 
on the establishment of a common organisation of the market in oils and fats 

•Council Regulation (EC) No 1257/1999 on support for rural development 
from the European Agricultural Guidance and Guarantee Fund (EAGGF) and 
amending and repealing certain Regulations 

•Commission Regulation (EC) No 1750/1999 laying down detailed rules for 
the application of Council Regulation (EC) No 1257/1999 on support for rural 
development from the European Agricultural Guidance and Guarantee Fund 
(EAGGF) 

•Regulation (EC) No 1783/1999 on the European Regional Development 
Fund 

•Council Decision No 1999/126/EC on the Community statistical programme 
1998 to 2002 

•Decision No 1445/2000/EC on the application of aerial-survey and remote-
sensing techniques to the agricultural statistics for 1999 to 2003 
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•Council Regulation (EC) No 1593/2000 amending Regulation (EEC) No 
3508/92 establishing an integrated administration and control system for 
certain Community aid schemes 

•Directive 2002/49/EC relating to the assessment and management of 
environmental noise  

•Directive 2000/60/EC establishing a framework for Community action in the 
field of water policy 

•Decision No 1600/2002/EC laying down the Sixth Community Environment 
Action Programme  

•Common Position (EC) No 15/2003 adopted by the Council on 20 February 
2003 with a view to the adoption of a Directive of the European Parliament 
and of the Council amending Council Directive 96/82/EC on the control of 
major-accident hazards involving dangerous substances (Seveso Directive) 
 
Communications 

•COM(1998) 605 Sustainable urban development in the European Union: a 
framework for action  

•COM(1998) 806 Cohesion and transport 

•COM(1999) 22 Directions towards sustainable agriculture 

•COM(2000) 20 Indicators for the integration of environmental concerns into 
the common agricultural policy 

•COM(2000) 545 Recommendation concerning the implementation of 
Integrated Coastal Zone Management in Europe 

•COM(2000) 547 on integrated coastal zone management: a strategy for 
Europe 

•COM(2000) 597 Europe and Space Turning to a new chapter 

•COM(2000) 855 amending Regulations No 136/66/EEC and (EC) No 
1638/98 as regards the extension of the period of validity of the aid scheme 
and the quality strategy for olive oil. 

•COM(2000) 1100 laying down guidelines for a Community Initiative 
concerning economic and social regeneration of cities and of neighbourhoods 
in crisis in order to promote sustainable urban development (URBAN II) 

•COM(2000) 1101 laying down guidelines for a Community Initiative 
concerning trans-European 
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•COM(2001) 144 Statistical Information needed for Indicators to monitor the 
Integration of Environmental concerns into the Common Agricultural Policy 

•COM(2001) 264 A Sustainable Europe for a Better World: A European 
Union Strategy for Sustainable Development 

•COM(2001) 609 Global Monitoring for Environment and Security (GMES) - 
Outline GMES EC Action Plan (Initial Period: 2001 – 2003) 

•COM(2001) 718 Towards a European Space Policy 

•COM(2002) 179 Towards a Thematic Strategy for Soil Protection 

•COM(2002) 404 monitoring of forests and environmental interactions in the 
Community (Forest Focus) 

 
 
Source: based on Craglia and Annoni, 2001 
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Appendix C 
EU Enlargement: Chronology of Events 

 

(Compiled from various European Commission online documents) 
- 1988 Hungary becomes the first central European country to sign a 

trade and co-operation agreement with the Community. After a short 
time, other countries follow suit.  

- 1989 The Berlin Wall falls.  
- 1989 The EEC draws up the PHARE programme in order to support 

reforms in the countries of Eastern Europe through a series of 
economic actions. The PHARE programme constitutes the main 
platform for the accession preparations of the former socialist 
countries. 

- 1993 The Community sets the Copenhagen criteria as the basic 
requirements for the accession of new countries. The criteria for 
accession to the EU were designated at the European Council in 
Copenhagen in 1993. They are therefore often referred to as the 
“Copenhagen Criteria”. They include: Stability of institutions 
guaranteeing democracy, the rule of law, human rights, and respect 
for and protection of minorities; 

- 1994 At the Essen European Council, the Member States determine 
the Pre-Accession Strategy in preparation for the eastward expansion 
of the Community. 

- 1997 The European Commission presents Agenda 2000, which 
contains the planning for the organisation of the enlargement and sets 
out the Commission’s views on the accession progress of the ten 
countries of Central and Eastern Europe. 

- 1997 The Luxembourg European Council agrees on a common 
accession process for the ten countries of Central and Eastern Europe 
as well as Cyprus, thus paving the way for enlargement. The Council 
also decides that accession negotiations should begin firstly with 
Cyprus, the Czech Republic, Estonia, Slovenia, Poland and Hungary.  

- 1998 The EU establishes partnerships with the ten countries of 
Central and Eastern Europe in order to facilitate their accession. In 
addition within, EU programmes a number of special studies to 
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identify the problems the new countries will have to tackle in the short 
and long term were undertaken. 

- 1998 Accession negotiations begin with Cyprus, Poland, Hungary, 
Slovenia, the Czech Republic and Estonia.  

- 1998 The European Commission draws up the first Annual Progress 
Report, recording in detail each country’s level of preparation for 
accession.  

- 1999 The Helsinki European Council reaffirms the non-restrictive 
nature of the accession process and decides the commencement of 
accession negotiations with a further six countries: Latvia, Lithuania, 
Malta, Slovakia, Bulgaria and Romania. The Council also confirms 
Turkey’s status as a candidate country.  

- 1999 The Berlin European Council ratifies Agenda 2000, which sets 
out the terms for the financing of the enlargement up to 2006.  

- 2000 Accession negotiations commence with Latvia, Lithuania, 
Malta, Slovakia, Bulgaria and Romania.  

- 2000 The European Commission presents the plan for accession 
negotiations up to mid-2002, which became known as the ‘roadmap’. 

- 2000 The Nice European Council ratifies the ‘roadmap’, the 
Commission reports on the new strategy on the accession of the new 
members. It also approves the Nice Treaty, which, against the 
background of the enlargement, revises EU decision-making processes 
as well as the allocation of votes and seats in the Council, the 
European Parliament and the Commission. 

- 2001 The Gothenburg European Council clarifies the timetable of 
negotiations for the enlargement, noting that if the pace of 
consultations is maintained, the new countries will be ready for 
accession at the end of 2002. It also notes that during the Swedish, 
Belgian and Spanish presidencies, negotiations on all outstanding 
chapters must be concluded with the candidate countries. 

- 2001 The Laeken European Council for the first time stipulates 
which countries will be in a position to conclude their accession 
negotiations by the end of 2002. Cyprus, the Czech Republic, Estonia, 
Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania, Malta, Poland, Slovakia and Slovenia are 
included; Bulgaria and Romania are not. 

- 2002 The Barcelona and Seville European Councils reaffirm the will 
of the 15 to proceed with the enlargement on the basis of the 
timetables already set. In Seville, it is noted that the ten candidate 
countries are expected to have concluded their accession negotiations 
by the end of 2002.  

- 2002 The Brussels European Council ratifies the Commission’s 
recommendations and Report on the ten countries, according to which 
Cyprus, the Czech Republic, Estonia, Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania, 
Malta, Poland, Slovakia and Slovenia already meet the political criteria 
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and will be in a position to meet the economic criteria in order to fulfil 
their membership obligations as of the beginning of 2004. The 
European Council proposes the conclusion of negotiations at the end 
of 2002.  

- 2003 The accession of the ten countries was approved by the 
European Parliament.  

- 2003 The conditions of admission and the consequent necessary 
adjustments to the Treaties on which the Union is founded are the 
subject of an agreement between the Member States and the Applicant 
State.  The 15 Member States and the ten accessing countries signed 
the Accession Treaty in Athens on 16th April.  

- 2003 This agreement is submitted for ratification by all the 
contracting States in accordance with their respective constitutional 
requirements (ratification by the national parliament or referendum). A 
wave of national referenda has been organised in the accession 
countries during this spring.  

- 2004 The EU should have 25 Member States starting May 2004, 
leading to a new Parliament and European Commission. 
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Appendix D 
Participants to the Six GINIE Workshops 

 

Alessandro Annoni Italy 
Matti Arponen Finland 
Laila  Aslesen Norway 
Eleonora Attenni Italy 
Ahmed Ayad Algeria 
Irena Azman Slovenia 
Robert Barr UK 
Laura Berardi Italy 
Lars  Bernard Germany 
Rosana  Binacchi Italy 
Ulrich Boes Bulgaria 
John Borras UK 
Annelise  Boulton UK 
Gerd Buziek Germany 
Stefan Carlyle UK 
Sabina Carnemolla Italy 
Jiri Cernohorsky Czech Rep. 
Karel Charvat Czech Rep 
Karel Charvat Czech Rep. 
Chistian Chenez France 
Nektarios Chrysoulakis Greece 
Mike Clark UK 
Chris Corbin UK 
Mick Cory UK 
Gonca Coskun Turkey 
Max Craglia UK 
David Danko USA 


